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  ywca southeastern 
  massachusetts
  is dedicated to 
  eliminating racism, 
  empowering women
  and promoting 
  peace, justice, 
  freedom and dignity
  for all.

southeastern massachusetts



   dear ywca family &     friends,

It is my pleasure to present to you 
the annual report for the YWCA 
Southeastern Massachusetts for July 
1, 2010 - June 30, 2011.  This year has 
been a great one for the YWCA as we 
began the historic celebration of the 
100th Anniversary of our organization.  

In preparation for this milestone, 
YWCA board, staff and volunteers 
embarked on an epic journey through 
our past.  Thus far, this experience 
has been one of discovery and 
amazement.  I am proud to say 
throughout the last 100 years, the 
YWCA has made a difference in the 
lives of women, girls and their families.   
To me, that is what the YWCA is all 
about; continuing to make a lasting 
impact on our community by meeting 
their contemporary needs.

For the last century, women from 
all walks of life have made their 
way through the various programs 
and services of the YWCA.  As we 
review our rich past, I am amazed 

to learn about the many strong, 
empowered and independent women 
that built the foundation of the YWCA 
Southeastern Massachusetts.  They 
laid the groundwork for the YWCA that 
we have today in 2011.  Many programs 
and services have come and gone 
and several have changed to adapt 
to our current environment, such as 
after-school programming for children; 
gender-specific programming for girls; 
leadership development programs for 
women; racial justice and economic 
empowerment programs; advocacy; 
safe and secure housing for women; 
job readiness and women’s health.  
These programs have taken many forms 
throughout the last 100 years, but have 
remained constant fixtures at the YWCA.  

Over the next fiscal year, July 2011 - June 
2012, we will continue to celebrate our 
100th birthday.  Our “Under One Roof” 
Capital Campaign is in its final stages 
as we will complete the construction 
drawings that will make our project 
“shovel ready.”  In June 2011, we began 
the restoration project for our east portico.  
As of today, this project is complete and 
looks wonderful.  This brings us one step 
closer to breaking ground on our building 
addition in 2012.

I am always truly amazed by the 
wonderful people who I work with on 
a daily basis and I sincerely thank the 
YWCA board, staff, volunteers, members 
and interns that helped make this year 
absolutely incredible.

Gail M. Fortes
Executive Director

YWCA SEMA
General Secretaries/ 
Executive Directors

1911-1913
Florence E. Smith 

1913-1927
Miss Ruth R. Hawkins 

1927-1932
Miss Mary Frances Cross 

1932-1941
Miss Essie Lois Maguire 

1937-1941
Doris I. Frizzell

1941-1957
Joy E. Colvin

1957-1961
Doris E. Hopkins

1961-1968 
Erma DeBoer

1968-1987
Jean Campbell

1987-1991
Nancy Carignan

1991-2006
Yvonne M. Whyte Drayton

2006-Present
Gail M. Fortes



   dear ywca family &     friends,

The YWCA Southeastern 
Massachusetts Board of Directors 
invites you to review the annual 
report for the period, July 1 2010 to 
June 30, 2011.  It has been a year of 
reflection, as we celebrate our 100th 
Anniversary, and as we look back at 
our achievements,   we are pleased 
to report that fiscal 2011 was a year of 
continued improvement and progress.  
Over the past ten decades the YWCA 
has been influenced by the changing 
dynamics in America as well as here 
in Southeastern Massachusetts.  We 
continue to follow our mission and 
live up to the YWCA’s reputation 
of leadership and service to the 
community.

As in past years the annual audit of our 
financial statements was in keeping 
with professional standards and 
reflected the diligence of our Executive 
Director, Gail Fortes and the financial 
staff.  Overall, our solid performance 
for the year reflects a dedication to 
working within a balanced budget, 

YWCA SEMA
Presidents

1911-1913: Eloise A. Hafford
1913-1919:  
Mrs. Annie C. Lougee Howland
1919-1923: Hannah B. Ashley 
1923-1926: Mrs. Andrew G. Pierce
1926-1927: Mrs. G. Walter Williams 
1927-1929/1938-1940:  
Lydia M. Chace 
1929-1932: Mrs. William G. Potter
1932-1936: Mrs. David W. Beaman
1936-1938/1940-1944:  
Mrs. Grace Sargeant 
1944-1948: Mrs. Walter K. Smith
1948-1949/1952-1954:  
Mrs. George Sistare 
1949-1952: Mrs. Ralph H. Tukey
1954-1958: Katherine Bartlett
1958-1960: Mrs. Lawrence G. Hill
1960-1962: Mrs. Edward T. Sears
1962-1967: Marjorie Jenney
1967-1969: Dorotha Drinkwater
1969-1973: Brenda Dixon
1973-1974: Louise C. Sawyer
1974-1975: Mabel Whitaker
1975-1977: Sister Rosellen Gallogly
1977-1979: Doris D. Bruce
1979-1980: Bonnie L. Werly
1980-1981/1983-1984:  
Rosemary Medeiros Saber 
1981-1982: Dr. Florence L. Mahon
1982-1983: Dr. Rita Clark-Chambers
1984-1986: Claire R. Gronlund
1986-1988: Thelma Baxter
1988-1990: Judith Russ Leon
1990-1992:  
Honorable Bettina Borders
1992-1993: Cheryl Rapoza Barrett
1993-1996: Lynn Whitney
1996-1998: Janice McDonough
1998-2000: Maria Tomasia
2000-2002: Patricia Ford
2002-2006: Dr. Patricia Andrade
2006-Present: Jan Baptist

while looking to increase revenue.

The Investment Committee continues 
to work with our financial advisor and 
our portfolio continues to increase; 
investment income continues to rise 
and we have a balanced and healthy 
portfolio.  Core committees have fulfilled 
their obligations and the Executive 
Committee continues to monitor the 
progress of the Capital Campaign.  Of 
note, the Membership Committee has 
been developing membership benefits 
and the future will include membership 
discounts for area merchants and 
vendors.  Our future endeavors will 
include the development of the YWCA 
Southeastern Massachusetts,   2012- 
2015 Strategic Plan.  Our next annual 
report will include our new goals. 

On the regional level, the Board of 
Directors hosted the YWCA New England 
Regional Board of Director meeting.  
Attending was Gloria Lau, Interim CEO 
of YWCA USA.   Nationally, Executive 
Director Gail Fortes and I attended 
the YWCA USA General Assembly in 
Washington D.C.  as voting delegates. 
The three day event included a “Day 
on the Hill” advocating for Community 
Development Block Grants and the 
continued advocacy of YWCA mission-
based public policy priorities.    

An incredible one hundred year 
milestone for the YWCA Southeastern 
Massachusetts will culminate in the next 
few months.  I hope the past few months 
of 100th Anniversary news, events and 
publications has helped you focus on 
the pride of YWCA membership.  Have a 
great New Year.

  

Jan Baptist
President



   persimmon spotlight	   year in review

Jul 10: Cape Verdean Recognition Day Parade Aug 10: Girls Giving & Growing - Water Wizz / YWkids - BaySox

Nov 10: Leading Ladies - Be Social

Aug 10: Under One Roof Event Oct 10: Week Without Violence

Nov 10: 99th Annual Meeting

Mar 11: Girls Exclusive Etiquette DinnerMar 11: Sister 2 Sister Conference



   persimmon spotlight	   year in review

May 11: ENCOREplus  Waterpals 10 Year Anniversary

Feb 11: Red Dress Fashion 
Show & Silent Auction

May 11: Women of Distinction Awards

May 11: Tween 2 Teen

Jun 11: Groundbreaking for the East Portico

Apr 11: YWkids Stand Against Racism

Apr 11: Our 100th Birthday!

May 11: 100th Anniversary 
Golf Tournament



   testimonials

 young women’s leadership development and internship programs
	 “I miss the YWCA!  I recently moved to Salisbury, MA and one of the first things I did was look up the nearest YWCA, 
which is the one in Newburyport.  I also just recently joined the Leading Ladies on Facebook.  It’s nice to see that the group 
is still together!  I plan to continue being involved with the YWCA here in Newburyport.  The organization is very special to me 
because as you know my mom used to work at the YWCA of Greater Lawrence.  Thank you again for taking the time to show me 
all that you have.  When I reflect on my experience at the YWCA, I am amazed at how much I was involved and how much you 
allowed me to be involved in the organization.  I just graduated with a BA in Psychology and I plan on going to graduate school.
 	 I had a great experience at the YWCA not only academically, but personally as well.  I feel like I learned a lot about 
the organization itself and gained a lot of great skills, such as basic clerical work, communication with professionals, and event 
planning skills.  In the 30 Under 30 program, I learned valuable information in the leadership workshops and about the history 
of the YWCA.  Personally, I felt like I was empowered just as the YWCA states in the mission!  I felt more confidence after all 
of those calls to the local businesses around the New Bedford and Dartmouth area and a sense of leadership when working 
independently on the Sweet Indulgence event.  I also feel like I made a difference in the community when volunteering at the 
different events, such as the Red Dress Fashion Show and Week Without Violence.  Thank you.”  --Rosita Maeks-Anderson

wellness for women & girls
	 Ms.  Azevedo joined the ENCOREplus program three years ago.  She was diagnosed with breast cancer shortly after arriving 
from Puerto Rico.  She was not familiar with the area, she did not speak the language, and the only family she had in the area was 
her deaf son.  She was recommended to the YWCA Southeastern Massachusetts by a hospital social worker.  Shortly after being 
diagnosed with breast cancer, she was also diagnosed with leukemia.  The YWCA was able to assist her in several areas.  She was 
not familiar with the area; therefore, the YWCA had to teach her how to use public transportation by traveling on the bus with her.  
She could no longer work, so the YWCA had to apply for disability for her.  Furthermore, because she was no longer able to work, 
the YWCA had to find public housing for her.  The YWCA helped her find services for her deaf son.  She needed blood transfusions 
every month for the first year of her illness and then every other month until the day she died.  The YWCA transported her to St. 
Luke’s hospital for her blood transfusions.  The YWCA applied for PT1 (Medicaid transportation), but often she was too sick to go 
to her appointments by herself, so the YWCA still had to transport her.  Often times only phone translators were available, and she 
had a hard time understanding them; therefore, the YWCA had to be available for translation.  
	 On May 6, 2011, Ms. Azevedo lost her battle to leukemia.  Her daughter came from Puerto Rico, when the doctor said the 
end was near.  Her daughter notified the YWCA staff that her mother had passed on, and asked the YWCA about her mother’s 
funeral plans.  Ms. Azevedo did not want to burden her family.  She knew that it was only a matter of time, and she had asked the 
YWCA staff to help her with the funeral arrangements.  The YWCA helped Ms. Azevedo pre-arrange her funeral.  Her daughter was 
able to return to Puerto Rico with her mother’s ashes.  Before returning home, her daughter tearfully embraced the YWCA staff who 
cared for her mother, and thanked them for their compassion in caring for her mother for the last three years of her life.   

widowed persons program
	 “I needed comfort and support, a time to cry and a time to laugh.  I have received all that.  I can be better today for it.  I have 
grown so much since I started here and I’ve met some wonderful people. Thank you and please keep the program going.”  --P.C.
	 “Through the help of the group, and the facilitator, I’ve learned to control my anger.  It is not gone, but I’ve been able to use 
it in a more positive way.  Without the help of the group, I do not think I would have made it.”  --S.J.R.
	 “Thank you for having someone “s” who will listen, and understand, because they are going through the same thing.  They 
are compassionate because of the pain of grief they too feel.  They are people who give out with their hands, and hearts to each 
other.  It’s great to know we are not alone.”  --R.S.

leading ladies
	 “The Leading Ladies program has given me an opportunity to become a leader in the women’s movement.  My greatest 
accomplishments thus far, have been achieved by building confidence in myself and working to enhance my community service 
and leadership skills.  I’ve had the opportunity to attain those skills from the influence of the many powerful organizations within 
my very own neighborhood - the YWCA being one of them.  My long-term goals include empowering women by giving them the 
same opportunities that I have had.  Therefore, I sought a program where I could spread the word...the YWCA was an obvious 
perfect fit.  
	 The Leading Ladies was formed by a small group of women and has now grown into an initiative that provides skills 
training, leadership positions and community activism.  These three targets are key to creating dynamic individuals.  As the Chair 
of Leading Ladies, it is an honor to help other young women find outlets for personal growth.  In addition, I continue to grow 
myself, learning what it is like to be a true leader and a resource for those who are looking to succeed.  Today’s young women 

are the leaders of tomorrow.  It is programs like this that will make the true difference for our future.”  --Ashley Bendiksen



   testimonials
medical transportation services

	 “My doctors are all far away.  Without this service I wouldn’t be able to go.  This service is deeply needed and 
appreciated.”  --Mrs. Gracia
	 “For anyone who is in the same situation as I, your service is invaluable.”  --Mr. Allen
	 “I think the YWCA does a wonderful job for people of my age.  I use a walker and this program has been a great help to 
me.”  --Mrs. Vieira
	 “I am 93 and a half years old and still going strong thanks to you.”  --Mrs. Pineault
	 “I don’t know how I would get to a doctor if you didn’t have this service.  Thank you very much.”  --Mrs. Sylvia
	 “This program has been a blessing for me.”  --Mrs. Atton
	 “Good thing we have places like the YWCA.”  --Mr. Silva

ywkids school age program
	 “Hi, my name is John.  My son has been attending the YWkids after school program since he was 5 years old.  He is now 
12.  My son has a learning disability and requires special attention, which the YWkids has been so helpful and caring to his needs, 
assisting him with homework and giving him one-on-one service, as he needs it. 
	 Being an only child, my son really enjoys the YWkids, as this is his means of socializing with peers his age.  He gets to 
play, learn and do lots of cool things, he tells me. 
	 Earlier this year, due to the economy, I was not working enough hours to remain qualified for the income eligible slot that 
I was currently in with the YWkids.  I was stuck between a rock and a hard place because I needed to work to support my family 
and continue school for our future, but without daycare I wouldn’t have been able to do so, which becomes a vicious cycle.
	 The YWkids staff did all they can do to help me continue childcare services for my son, giving me unlimited resources and 
different avenues to explore.  The YWkids was successful in their attempts to help me, in keeping my services.  My son is now able 
to continue enjoying all that the YWkids has to offer.  Thank You.”  --John S.

	 “My summer at YWkids was great because I got to visit some places I have never been before.  Some of the field trips 
were cool.  This summer I got to make arts and crafts projects to take home.  We visited seven countries!  I learned the capitals of 
the countries and their flowers.”  --Lee

	 “My summer was great, the wind blew.  How I would like the go-cart racing, how I like the beach, the zoo, the park and 
all the field trips too.  Summer I see you blow like the wind, back to school.  I hope the wind blows you away to summer again.  
Goodbye summer, the wind blowing, school here I come!” --Billois

	 “Hi, my name is Dominique and I am ten years old.  I have been coming to YWkids for about three years.  The reasons I 
think we need a new building for the child care are: it’s cold in the winter; there are too many poles on the main floor so we don’t 
have an open area to use for a gym; the paint is cracked and the ceiling sometimes leaks water; the cement outside is cracked, 
and there is no grassy area to have picnics outside.  These are just a few of the reasons, I think we need a new building.  Even 
though we need it, I am going to miss this building because I’ve made a lot of friends and memories here.  My favorite memories 
are when I met my best friend Nikie, when we get to dress up in costumes, and when we had a fire alarm in the pouring rain and 

thunder storm.  Thank you.”  --Dominique 

residential services
	 “Dear ladies of the YWCA, I would like to thank all of you for providing me with a home at A Woman’s Place for the past 
5 years, which has given me a chance to have a real and productive life.  It has given me the strength that I was in need of.  The 
time has come for me to move forward and become an independent and responsible woman.  Your program has given me the 
belief in myself to do it.  There is so much more I could say but as you all know I am not much for words.  Again, thanks so much 
for putting up with me all these years.”  --A.S.

tween 2 teen/girls giving and growing
	 “I went to Tween 2 Teen for the first time in January.  At first, I was very shy and did not like to talk to the other girls.  Ms. 
Stephanie and Ms. Kaitlyn made me feel comfortable and would make me laugh.  After a while, I really liked being with the other 
girls.  We learned about babysitting and manners and put on a fashion show at the end of the year.  I really liked dressing up and 
going out to eat for the etiquette dinner.  I felt so grown-up!
	 When school got out, I asked my mom if I could go to Girls Giving and Growing.  She said yes, even though she had to 

drive me a long way to get to the YWCA!  I hope I can do both programs again next year too.” --Samantha



 
   celebrating... 							       100 years						   

1911

1914

1924

1931

1934

1948

For 100 years, women of all ages and backgrounds have 
walked through the doors of the YWCA Southeastern 
Massachusetts, incorporated in 1911 as the Young 
Women’s Christian Association of New Bedford. 



 
   celebrating... 							       100 years						   

A century of women have left an impact on the lives of women and girls 
in New Bedford and throughout Southeastern Massachusetts through 
their generous acts of the heart.  The leadership of these pioneers lives 
in the legacy of the YWCA today. 

1949 1957

1970

1984

2004

1999

2006

2008 2010 2011



   income/expenses				    balance sheet
YWCA Southeastern MA FY 2011
audited figures completed 11/3/11 by Hodgson, Pratt and Associates	
	
			 
	

FY2011 FY2010 $ Change
REVENUE

Contributions, Gifts, Legacies, Bequests & 
Special Events

212,122 78,170 133,952

Grants 668,565 484,642 183,923
Program Service Fees 153,049 464,714 (311,665)
Investment Revenue 38,597 23,431 15,166
Other Revenue 13,846 8,875 4,971
     TOTAL REVENUE 1,086,179 1,059,832 26,347

EXPENSES
Administration (Management & General) 131,304 127,757 3,547

Fundraising 129,741 101,818 27,923

Total Program Services 652,930 671,647 (18,717)

     TOTAL EXPENSES 913,975 901,122 12,853

     EXCESS (Deficit) 172,204 158,610 13,594



   income/expenses				    balance sheet
YWCA Southeastern MA FY 2011
audit completed 11/3/11 by Hodgson, Pratt and Associates	 	
			 
	
BALANCE SHEET FY2011 FY2010 $ Change

ASSETS

  Current Assets

       Checking/Savings 256,094 145,259 110,835
       Accounts Receivable 89,280 53,312 35,968
  Total Current Assets 345,374 198,571 146,803
  Pledges Receivables 32,550 25,291 7,259	
  Endowment 204,656 165,940 38,716

  Prepaid Assets 4,051 6,934	 (2,883)	
  Fixed Assets, net of accumulated depreciation 1,116,832 1,054,850 61,982
TOTAL ASSETS 1,703,463 1,451,586 251,877

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

  Liabilities

       Current Liabilities

          Accounts Payable 39,061 59,939 (20,878)
          Accrued Expenses 21,812 23,570 (1,758)	
          Line of credit	 80,851 88,726 (7,875)
          Other current liabilities 1,793 1,644 149
       Total Current Liabilities 143,517 173,879 (30,362)
       Long Term Liabilities 396,000 396,000 0
  Total Liabilities 539,517 569,879 (30,362)
  Equity	 1,163,946 881,707 282,239

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,703,463 1,451,586 251,877



   donors
Annual Appeal
Carol Almeida-Fortes
Carleton Burr
Jan daSilva
Lucille Goodine
Susan and Daniel Perry
Laurie Robertson-Lorant
Maryann Rogers
Richard Pline
Chrisann Taras
Eusie Zane
Capital Campaign
pledge donors
Dr. Patricia Andrade
Jan Baptist
Tammy Beckman
Catherine Bourassa
Anne T. Converse
Yolanda Dennis
Kate Fentress
First Citizens Federal Credit Union
Carolyn Ford
Peter Hawes
The Maurice & Anne Makepeace Foundation
Janice McDonough
Athena M. G. Mota
gifts
Talbot Baker
Bank of America
Community Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts - Rainy Day Fund
Donna Cordeiro-Tobin
Nancy Crosby
Yvonne Drayton
Gene Fortes
Councillor Jane Gonsalves
Mary Harrington
Hodgson, Pratt and Associates
Monaghan Printing, Inc.
Dr. Barbara Pearl
Dean Somerville 
Neal Weiss
Margaret D. “MarDee” Xifaras, Esq.
grantors/foundations
Acushnet Foundation
Agnes M. Lindsay Trust
Amelia Peabody Fund
CharlesBank Homes Foundation
City of New Bedford
Demoulas Foundation
Grimshaw-Gudewicz Charitable Foundation
Highland Street Foundation
Massachusetts Historical Commission
MassHousing
Patrick Carney Foundation
Rockland Trust
Webster Bank
Women’s Fund of Southeastern 
Massachusetts - Women’s Philanthropy Fund

50 businesses
Amaral Bus Company
Blanchard & Associates
BMC Healthnet Plan
Brewer Banner Designs
Century House
Citizens Union Savings Bank
E.W. Burman
Hawthorn Medical
Jacqueline’s Advanced Skin Care Therapy
Saunders Dwyer Funeral Home
Sylvia Group of Insurance Agencies
brick campaign
Ameriprise Financial
Catherine Bourassa
Patricia Burns
Patricia Ford
Gail Fortes
Athena M. G. Mota
Maria Pinarreta
Jennifer Prouty
Eusie Zane
YWCA Western Massachusetts
under one roof sponsors
Fiber Optic Center, Inc.
Litman Architecture
Vantage in Philanthropy
under one roof gifts
Anne Converse Photography
Bank Five
advocacy
Economic Advancement
volunteers
Pam Pollock
grantors/foundations
City of New Bedford
Racial Justice
volunteers
Pam Pollock
grantors/foundations
Island Foundation
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Leadership Development
of Young Women
interns
Aubrie Brault
Jackalyn Davis
Anna-Rae LeClaire
Kiah Murphy
Victoria Saber
Katrina Semich
leading ladies volunteers
Meaghan André
Ashley Bendiksen
Kristy Fernandes
Amanda Heck
Athena M. G. Mota

Ine Ogagan
Elizette Pires
Marie-Frances Rivera
Katrina Semich
Whitney Silva
Mayor’s Youth Council
volunteers
Pam Pollock
grantors/foundations
Invest In Kids
84 Movement
adult services
Medical Transportation 
Program
donors
Joseph Andrade
Cecile Begnoche
Annette Branco
Vida Buncic
Violanda Corrao
Phyllis Daviski
Sandra Gracia
Claire Grondlund
Lena LeBlanc
Mary Lima
Delfina Machado
Elizabeth Magiera
Constance Panagakos
Anna Perry
Doris Pineault
Muriel Provencal
Deonilda Rosa
Reinaldo Silva
Earnest Smith
Mary Souza
Gertrude Sylvia
Elizabeth Viera
What a Find! Consignment Shop
grantors/foundations
Coastline Elderly Services
Widowed Persons 
Program
volunteers
David Enos
Mary Gaughan
Norma Hannon
Jean Julien
W. Kenneth Langill
Irene LeFavor
Joyce Lopes
Armand Malenfant
Dorothy Martin
Marion Oliver
Joan Pingley
Jacqueline Ponte
Pauline Prudhomme
Gertrude Reed
Hanifa Rose



   donors Special thanks to the individuals, businesses and foundations which enable 
the YWCA Southeastern Massachusetts to advance its mission through their 
generous financial support.  This list reflects donations received between 
July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011.  We apologize for misspelling or omitting 
the name of anyone who made a gift during the fiscal year. 

Victor Samolis
Angela Sampaio
Evelyn Sebastiao
Ethel Souza
Judith Viera 
donors
Claire Akucewicz
Emma Almeida
Joanne Almeida
John Alves Jr.
John Araujo
Rosella J. Bagana
Raymond M. Benoit
Teresa E. Berard
Oldemiro M. Canto
Joseph U. Cardoza Sr.
Ann Chandanais
Cecile Cloutier
Pearl J. Corbett
Muriel Corderre
Pauline J. Cormier
Russell W. Costa
Olivia M. Couto
Jeanne I. Croteau
Thelma S. D’Agostino
Margaret Ann Domingos
Jeanne L. Duggan
Susanne L. Dupont
Roselle E. Fecteau
Edward Figueira
Stephen Foster
Arthur R. Freitas
Donald and Claire Freitas
Mary M. Gaughan
Margaret Ann Gilmette
Matthew C. Goulet
Joanne E. Greaves
Grodon C. Hixon
Charles J. Holland Jr.
Doris R. Jablonski
Wanda Jaworski
Edward H. Jennings Jr.
Nancy Kurtz
William Kenneth Langill Jr.
Pauline D. Laursen
Therese R. Lavallee
Irene LeFavor
Luiz G. Lopes
Beverly N. Lussier
Anna B. Maglio
Dolores Martin
Dorothy Martin
Elizabeth P. Matathia
Francis L. Mathieu
Doris McCarthy
Louise C. Medeiros
Doloris L. Mello-Santos
Frances Mills
Dorothy Morgan
Kathleen C. Murphy

Diane M. Nadeau
Jean E. O’Hare
Janina Oliver
Marion A. Oliver
Constance Panagakos
Muriel D. Pehrson
Diane C. Pettey
Joan Pingley
Pauline T. Prudhomme
Ruth E. Rafuse
Dorothy P. Rapoza
Kenneth Rapoza
Elizabeth Reinecker
Joseph S. Ringuette, Jr.
Orren B. Robbins
Hanifa Rose
Linda Rose
Ruth A. Ryzner
Dorothy L. Saladino
Isabel F. Santos
Nancy L. Smith
Beverly A. Souza
Ethel Souza
Rita J. Souza
Audrey F. Steele
Joseph G. Vezina
June Whitehead
Joan Yotides
grantors/foundations
The Association for the Relief of Aged Women 
of New Bedford (ARAW)
Coastline Elderly Services
Sophia Romero Trust
wellness for women & girls
ENCOREplus

volunteers
Jenny Fortes
Rebueca Nunez
Idalina Pacheco
Pat Raphael
donors
Options Salon
grantors/foundations
Avon Breast Health Outreach Program
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Foundation of MA
Bridgewater Savings Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Coastline Elderly Services
CVS Caremark Charitable Trust
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Mathematica Policy Research
Susan G. Komen Foundation for the Cure
United Way of Greater New Bedford
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services Office on Women’s Health
residential services
A Woman’s Place & 
Another Woman’s Place

volunteers
United Way Day of Caring
donors
Melissa Branco
Mali Lim
Isabelle Livermento
James Peddie
Laurie Peddie
Thomas Regan
Bill and Tobey Shea 
South Coast Investment Club	
Wal-Mart Dartmouth	
grantors/foundations
Cheryl Blanchard
City of New Bedford
Julie Grant
Hunger Commission of Southeastern MA
Kenneth T. and Mildred S. Gammons 
Charitable Foundation
New Bedford Housing Authority
Robert Piper
Walmart - Dartmouth
youth services
YWkids School Age Program
volunteers
Alissa Jorge
donors
Patrica Burns
Argemiro Garcia
Ben Gilbarg, Third Eye Unlimited
New Bedford Fire Department
Ed Rose, Pony Up Pony Parties
Prince Henry Society
grantors/foundations
Adelard A. and Valeda Lea Roy Foundation 
Department of Education
Hunger Commission of Southeastern MA
New Bedford Cultural Council
New Bedford Day Nursery Fund
Office of Early Education and Care
Office of Women’s Health
PACE
Sean McDonough Foundation
United Way of Greater New Bedford
Girls Exclusive
donors
Milko
Sivalai Thai Restaurant
Robert Unger
grantors/foundations
Women’s Fund of Southeastern 
Massachusetts - Women’s Action Fund
Bridgewater Savings Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Tween 2 Teen
volunteers
Kaitlyn Correia
Lisa Machado



   donors
Malissa Rosanino
grantors/foundations
Bristol County Savings Charitable Foundation
Invest In Kids
New Bedford Cultural Council
Girls Giving & Growing
donors
Café Arpeggio
No Problemo
grantors/foundations
New Bedford Cultural Council
New Bedford Day Nursery Fund
Office of Women’s Health
United Way Summer Fund
Week Without Violence
volunteers
Bristol County Sheriff’s Office
Girl Scouts of Eastern MA
Nancy Hawes
Julian Juan “DJ Jules”
Peaceworks
Project Cake (Mary Chessa)
Kerri Quinlan-Zhou
Tom Quirke
Rocky Raxter
Rose Rivera
Safe Zones (Jerry Pinto)
Detective Lieutenant Jeff Silva
UMASS Dartmouth Women’s Resource 
Center (Dr. Juli Parker & Kim Sylvia)
Red Dress Fashion Show
volunteers - committee
Ashley Bendiksen
Christine Coelho
Yolanda Dennis
Gail Fortes
Fern Gonsalves
Councillor Jane L. Gonsalves
Mali Lim
Valentina Martinez
Victoria Moniz
Ana Silva
Gale Williams
sponsors
BankFive
Litman Architecture
SouthCoast Hospitals Group
Sylvia Group of Insurance Agencies
Vantage in Philanthropy
donors
Alternatives Massage
Antonio’s Restaurant
Arthur Murray Dance Studio
Atlantean Massage and Body Work
Battleship Cove
Best Buy
Boston By Foot
Boston Celtics

Boston Duck Tours
Build a Bear Workshop
Buttonwood Park Zoological Society
Café Funchal
Cardi’s Furniture
Carbiner’s Indoor Climbing
Celia’s Boutique
Century House
The Children’s Museum in Easton
Coastal Winery
Cobblestones Restaurant
Comfort Inn
Contrary
Dress Barn
Gail Fortes
Franklin Park Zoo
Andrew Gallagher
Howland Place
Hy-Line Cruises
In Love and Light Yoga
JC Penney
Joseph Abboud
JTJ Productions
Julie’s Bridal Boutique & Fabric
Kylie’s Petal Boutique
Margaret’s Boutique
Mary Kay Cosmetics
Mayor Scott Lang
New Bedford Historical Society
New Bedford Whaling Museum
New England Aquarium
New England Revolution
Party Dress Express
Paw Sox
Plimouth Plantation
Providence Children’s Museum
Puma
Residence Inn by Marriot
Ruby Tuesdays
Salem Witch Museum
Santa’s Village
Six Flags New England
Southwick Zoo
Steamship Authority
Step Into Fashion
Story Land
Super Duck Tours
TD Garden Sports Museum
TJ Maxx
The Cottage
The Tuxedo Shop at Sullivan Bros.
Walt Disney World
Water Wizz Waterpark
Waterfront Grille
Sister to Sister Conference
volunteers
Carol Almeida-Fortes
American Association of University Women - MA
American Association of University Women - Taunton

Margarit Baptista
Thelma Baxter
Claudette Blake
Bristol County Sheriff’s Office
Mary Burns
Karen Dixon
Rev. Dr. Edward Dufresne
Lucille Goodine
Councillor Jane Gonsalves
Marilyn Gonsalves
Mary Houtman
Elizabeth Moore-Isherwood
Stella Marnik
Chancellor Jean MacCormack
Colleen Millett
Stephen Montembault
Councillor Linda Morad
Susan Perry
Dr. Eleanor Pontes
Michele Pratt
Jennifer Prouty
Dr. Laurie Robertson-Lorant
Dr. Marlene Rodriques
Rosemary Saber
Dr. George Smith
Maryse Toomey
Margaret Xifaras, Esq.
donors
City of New Bedford
New Bedford Floor Covering
UMASS Dartmouth
Women of Distinction
volunteers - committee
Nicole Almeida
Jan Baptist
Yolanda Dennis
Gail Fortes
Councillor Jane L. Gonsalves
Mali Lim
Pam Pollock
sponsors
Bristol County Women’s Journal
Women’s Fund of Southeastern MA
donors
G & G Design
Golf Tournament
volunteers-committee
First Lady Diane Patrick
Margarat D. “MarDee” Xifaras, Esq.
Anne T. Converse
Camie Ford
Judi Havens
Marge Aleardi
Nicole Almeida
Jan Baptist
Tammy Beckman
Priscilla Ditchfield
Mary Faughnan
Gail Fortes



   donors
David Guertin
Suzie Kokkins
Janice McDonough
Susan Olson
Susan Perry
Raquel Powers
Mimi Putnam
Robin Ragle-Davis
Rita Ribeiro
Jennifer Scala
Cynthia Sullivan
sponsors
Aerovox Corp.
Joseph and Marge Aleardi
Jan Baptist
Boston Private Bank & Trust
Cynthia Brackett
Peter DeWalt - Dewalt Printing
Rico Ferrari
Tina Ferraro
FiberOptic Center
Hodgson, Pratt & Associates
Ray Killian
Susan Killian
Chris Makepeace, Makepeace Foundation
Thomas Mydlack
Heather Parsons
Patridge, Snow & Hahn
Swiss Re - James Miller
Margaret D. “MarDee” Xifaras, Esq.
Women’s Fund of Southeastern MA
tee sponsors
C.C. Dyer
Citizens Union BankAnne Converse
Emily DiMaggio
Camie Ford
Gateway Tavern
Gifts to Give
Hiller Fuels, Inc.
John Menzel
Not Your Average Joe’s
Our Sisters’ School
Allan Smith, CPATD BankNorth
Torphy & Sullivan, LLP
donors
Acushnet Company
Nancy Alexander
Neil Alexander
Alterations by Pat
Always In Bloom Florist
America’s Cup Charter
Neil Balboni - Landmark Realty
Bodil Perkins
Boston Celtics
Kate Botts
Sherman Briggs
Canobie Lake Park
Cape Cod Restoration
Cardoza’s Liquors
Community Foundation of Southeastern 

Massachusetts-South Coast Leadership 
Committee Advised Fund
Anne T. Converse
Anne T. Converse and Camie Ford
Dick’s Sporting Goods
Rico Ferrari
Andrew Ford
Camie Ford
Architect Anthi Frangiadis of Archit8
Ginger Grill
Carmen Grainger
G3 Give Green Gifts
David Guertin
Hannoush Jewelers
Harriet’s
Meg Howland
Janet Egan Designs
J. McLaughlin
Just Kidding Toys
Karma Salon
Kittansett Club
LaFrance Family
Lee’s Market
Lennie
Lloyd’s Market
Marion Animal Hospital
Marion Bookstall
Marion Country Package
Marion General Store
Marion Sport Shop
Mattapoisett Pools and Spas
Mayhew’s Valet Cleaners
Janice McDonough
Hanna Milhench
Mullen Brothers Jewelry
Museum of Fine Arts
My Secret Garden
Nessralla Farm
Neiman Marcus
New England Revolution Charitable 
Foundation
Norweb Foundation
Patty Nicholson
No Kidding
Nordstorms - Boston, MA
Panera Bread
Partners Village Store
Alex Race
Regal Beagle Brookline Restaurant
Restoration Hardware
Rope Walk
Amber Rose
Saks Fifth Avenue
Secret Garden
Serendipity by the Sea
Sylvia Group of Insurance Agencies
Steve Sperry
Superior Drywall
Surroundings
Sperry Tents
Stop & Shop

Target
Thomas Stemberg
The Galley
John Thorton
Pat Thorton
Westport Rivers Winery
Winstons Flowers
Greg Yeomans at Bay Club
Upstream Foundation
W Hotel
YWCA Board of Directors
General Operations
volunteers
Carolina Africano, Esq.
Nicole Almeida
Jan Baptist
Tammy Beckman
Yolanda Dennis
Mali Lim
Victoria Moniz
Ine Ogagan
Maria Pinarreta
Lena Pires
Rita Ribeiro
Marie-Frances Rivera
Neal Weiss
Marcia Williams
donors
Carolina Africano, Esq.
Nicole Almeida
Jan Baptist
Tammy Beckman
Honorable Bettina Borders
Catherine Bourassa
Citizens Union Bank
Yolanda Dennis
Gail Fortes
Hunger Commission of Southeastern MA
Judith Russ Leon
Mali Lim
Dr. Victor Mailey
Victoria Moniz
Athena M.G. Mota
Ine Ogagan
Maria Pinarreta
Lena Pires
Rita Ribeiro
Marie-Frances Rivera
Neal Weiss
Marcia Williams
Walmart - Dartmouth
Whaling City Sound
Lisa Yates
Eusie Zane
grantors/foundations
Community Foundation of Southeastern 
Massachusetts-Rainy Day Fund
Grimshaw-Gudewicz Charitable Foundation
Island Foundation
Olive Higgins Prouty Foundation



YWCA SEMA
Programs and Services

Number Served 
July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010

Number Served 
July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011

Widowed Persons Program 475 Men and Women from Greater 
New Bedford, Greater Fall River, RI 
communities of Warwick, Portsmouth 
and Tiverton; includes newsletter 
distribution

173 Men and Women from Greater 
New Bedford, Greater Fall River, 
RI communities of Warwick and 
Middleboro; does not include 
newsletter distribution

Short Distance Medical 
Transportation

136 Men and Women from Greater 
New Bedford

85 Men and Women from Greater 
New Bedford

ENCOREplus 3,500 Women from RI state line, 
north to Brockton, east to Cape Cod 
and the Islands (includes outreach 
and referrals)

3,252 Women from RI state line, 
north to Brockton, east to Cape Cod 
and the Islands (includes outreach 
and referrals)

Mayor’s Youth Council 24 Teen Girls and Boys from Greater 
New Bedford and the Cape

26 Teen Girls and Boys from New 
Bedford

Waterpals 33 Breast Cancer Survivors from 
Greater New Bedford and Falmouth

61 Breast Cancer Survivors from 
Greater New Bedford and Falmouth

A Woman’s Place 21 Women from Greater New 
Bedford to Greater Boston

12 Women from Greater New 
Bedford to Greater Boston

Another Woman’s Place 11 Women from Greater New 
Bedford, Greater Boston and Cape 
Cod

16 Women from Greater New 
Bedford to Greater Boston

Blue Triangle Company 32 Women from Greater New 
Bedford to Greater Boston

Did not run program this year

YWkids School Age Child Care 102 Girls and Boys from New Bedford 75 Girls and Boys from New Bedford
Girls Giving and Growing 14 Middle School Girls from New 

Bedford
15 Middle School Girls from New 
Bedford

Girls Exclusive 21 Teen Girls from New Bedford 12 Teen Girls from New Bedford
Tween 2 Teen 19 Tween Girls from New Bedford 25 Tween Girls from New Bedford
Racial Justice 250 Women and Men from Greater 

New Bedford
161 Women and Men from Greater 
New Bedford

Babysitting/Home Alone 35 Tween Girls and Boys from New 
Bedford

This year this was incorporated into 
all youth programs

Zoey’s Room 33 Girls from New Bedford This year this was incorporated into 
all youth programs

Economic Advancement 106 Women from Greater New 
Bedford, Dartmouth and Warwick, RI

91 Women from Greater New 
Bedford

Leadership Development for 
Women Under 30

45 young women age 18-30 from 
New Bedford, Dartmouth and 
Warwick, RI

34 young women age 18-30 from 
Greater New Bedford and Plymouth

Total Served 4,855 4,034

   programs/services 		    capital campaign



   programs/services 		    capital campaign
Today...the Levi Standish House stands as a magnificent 
piece of its city’s history that houses the YWCA Southeastern 
Massachusetts.  

Tomorrow...the Levi Standish House will remain a stately part 
of that history, the community and the YWCA Southeastern 
Massachusetts, as it grows and expands through the 
construction of an impressive building addition that will 
house YWkids School Age Program, a teen center, a woman’s 
resource center, multi-purpose rooms, and residential 
housing for women.  

YWCA is asking you to support the necessary funding to 
accomplish this lofty, but attainable goal of bringing all of its 
important programs and services Under One Roof.

$0

$1,000,000

$2,000,000

$3,000,000

$4,000,000

$5,000,000

Total Budget Total Raised to Date Total Pending Amount to be Raised 

- Loan 
- Franklin Square
- Peabody

$4,702,440

$1,793,000

$1,200,000

$1,709,440



ywca board of directors

President
Jan Baptist

Vice President		
Tammy Beckman	

Treasurer			 
Marcia Williams		

Assistant Treasurer
Victoria Moniz

Clerk			 
Lena Pires 		

Carolina Africano, Esq.
Nicole Almeida
Yolanda Dennis                                           
Mali Lim                                        
Ine Ogagan
Maria Pinarreta
Rita Ribeiro 
Marie-Frances Rivera   
                                                   
Ex-Officio
Gail M. Fortes

ywca staff

Gail M. Fortes			   Executive Director
Catherine Bourassa		  Director of Programs and Services
Athena M. G. Mota		  Director of Advocacy and Communications

administrative services:
	 Lisa Calvano		  Director of Finance
	 Linda Larsen		  Office Manager
	 Annamarie Lopes	 Administrative Assistant
	 Linda Rose		  Receptionist
	 Jack Davis		  Facilities Manager
	 Donald Adams		  Custodian
	 Dave Pires		  Custodian
youth services:
	 Stephanie DeSousa	 Teen Services Coordinator	
	 Shawneen Fyock	 YWkids Site Coodinator
	 Kathryn Nunes		  Coordinator of Support Services
	 Natasha Iraheta		  YWkids Kindergarten Coordinator
	 Iris Ruiz			  YWkids Group Leader
	 Larissa Tavares		  YWkids Group Leader
	 Kaitlyn Correia		  YWkids Assistant Group Leader	
	 Shirley Houtman		 YWkids Clerical Support
wellness for women and girls:
	 Ana Silva		  Outreach Specialist
	 Valentina Martinez	 Outreach Specialist
adult services:
	 Joan Yotides		  Widowed Persons Director
women’s collaborative project:
	 Candy Royster		  Resident Assistant

20 South Sixth Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

For info on our programs & services, please call: 508-999-3255 or go to: www.ywcasema.org


