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Pictured: From demolition to reconstruction of the newly restored east 
portico of the YWCA Levi Standish House.
The historic reconstruction of the long lost east portico of the Levi 
Standish House is complete.  The reconstruction of the east portico 
will build the foundation necessary for the bridge that will connect the 
Levi Standish House to the new building addition, making the YWCA 
barrier-free and accessible.  The $4.6 million Under One Roof Capital 
Campaign will support the construction of a new addition to consolidate 
the YWKids School Age Program and single-occupancy housing for 
women to the central location of the YWCA’s historic headquarters at the 
Levi Standish House.  This three-level dynamic and highly-functional 
building will aid the YWCA in achieving greater financial and operating 
efficiency and ADA accessibility for the benefit of YWCA constituents 
and the community as a whole.
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ywca week without violence

YWkids harvest fun

Sunday, Oct. 16: “A Day of Remembrance” 
Church bells rang in honor of victims of violence.

Monday, Oct. 17: “Protecting Our Children” 
When I Get Mad  
I Draw art contest 

Winner: 
Jonathon Lavasseur 
NBHS

Krystal Argueta 
Our Sisters’ School with 
Teacher, Jill Howard

Tuesday, Oct. 18: “Making Our Schools Safer” 
Make Your Day Brighter Anti-Bullying Activities at YWkids

Wednesday, Oct. 19: “Confronting Violence Against Women” 
The Clothesline Project

Thursday, Oct. 20: “Facing 
Violence Among Men” 
The White Ribbon Campaign

Friday, Oct. 21: “Eliminating 
Racism and Hate Crime” 
A Girl Like Me

Saturday, Oct. 22: “Replacing 
Violence with Sports, 
Recreation and Fun” 

Open House

Bubble Bonanza 
through the Museum 

 of Science

In Loving Memory of Our Dear Friend  
Jean CampbellMonster Bash

Jean Campbell, former Executive Director 
of the YWCA passed away on April 12, 
2011.  She was the daughter of the late 
Elwin Gilbert and Marion Hicks (Dexter) 
Campbell and lived much of her life in 
the Greater New Bedford community.  A 
1942 graduate of Fairhaven High School, 
she continued her educational pursuits 
at Lasell Junior College Class of 1944, 
Brown University Class of 1946, and the 
University of Hartford Class of 1963.

Jean served as the Executive Director of the Y.W.C.A. of New Bedford 
from 1968-1987.  An active member of the First Congregational Church 
in Fairhaven, she was a member of the finance committee and served on 
the Board of Deacons.  Jean served on the Board of Corporators of Lasell 
College, the Fairhaven Improvement Association, President of Millicent 
Library Trustees, Ladies Branch of the New Bedford Port Society, the 
Interchurch Council of Greater New Bedford and its Pastoral Counseling 
and Care Center, Executive Director of the Plymouth, Massachusetts 
and Manchester, Connecticut Girl Scout Organizations, the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society of Women Educators, New Bedford Legal Aide Society, 
Brown University Alumnae Club and New Bedford Regional VII Health 
Planning Group.  In 1987, Jean was one of nine women honored by 
the New Bedford Branch of American Association of University Women 
during Women’s History Week.  Jean was an individual who made 
outstanding contributions to her community and is greatly missed.
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please join us!
Celebrating Years!100

1911-2011
100th Anniversary Gala

Friday, November 4, 2011
8pm - midnight
Century House

107 So. Main Street
Acushnet, MA

$30 per person

for tickets call 508-999-3255 or go to www.ywcasema.org/events
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9th Annual
Red Dress 

Fashion Show
and

Silent Auction
Thursday, February 16, 2012

5:30 pm - Cocktail Hour
6:00 pm - Dinner

Century House
107 South Main Street  Acushnet, MA

Individual Ticket: $50.00 
Private Table/Seats Up to 10: $500.00

Wear your favorite Red Dress

To support HEARTplus 
raising awareness of cardiovascular disease in women

Purchase your tickets before they sell out at the YWCA 
@ 508-999-3255 or Online: www.ywcasema.org

Tickets will not be sold at the door!

staff recognitions
Athena M. G. Mota, Director of 
Advocacy and Communications 
graduated from Bridgewater 
State University with a Master of 
Public Administration degree in 
May 2011 (pictured left).

Natasha Iraheta, YWkids 
Kindergarten Coordinator 
graduated from Bristol 
Community College with an 
Associates of Science degree in 
May 2011.

Larissa Tavares was promoted to 
YWkids Group Leader in June 
2011.

Catherine Bourassa, Director of 
Programs and Services completed 
the Early Educator Fellowship 
from CAYL Institute in June 
2011.

Kathryn Nunes, YWkids 
Coordinator of Support Services 
and Iris Ruiz, YWkids Group 
Leader put together a successful 
fall yard sale raising $100 to 
benefit YWkids.  Thank you!!

Joan Yotides earned the 2011 
Community Service Award from 
the Greater Fall River/Greater 
New Bedford Community Health 
Network at the 12th Annual 
Legislative Breakfast on October 
22, 2011 (pictured top left and 
bottom left with Linda Rose and 
Gail Fortes).

Joan Yotides is a long-time 
volunteer at the YWCA 
Southeastern Massachusetts.  

Since 1994, Joan has served as the Director of the Widowed Persons 
Program (WPP) at the YWCA.  The Widowed Persons Program is a 
great success, thanks to Joan’s tireless volunteer efforts.  This program 
has helped over a thousand widowed persons who she calls “survivors.”  
She has met many wonderful widows and widowers.  After going 
through a heartbreaking experience, Joan helps the widows and 
widowers discuss their grief and allows them move on to the next stage 
of their lives.  “I can never know how I would have survived without 
the group and the guidance of Joan.  There is only praise and thanks for 
my renewed life,” said Mrs. M.A. Domingos.  “Through the help of the 
group and Joan, I have learned to control my anger.  It is not gone, but 
I’ve been able to use it in a more positive way.  Joan let me speak and 
listened and helped me let go of my anger.  I would not have been able 
to do it without Joan.  Joan gives of herself in every way a human being 
can give of themselves,” said Mr. Richard Souza.



ywca staff
Gail M. Fortes			   Executive Director
Catherine Bourassa		  Director of Programs and Services
Athena M. G. Mota		  Director of Advocacy and Communications

administrative services:
	 Lisa Calvano		  Director of Finance
	 Linda Larsen	 	 Office Manager
	 Annamarie Lopes	 Administrative Assistant
	 Linda Rose		  Receptionist
	 Jack Davis	 	 Facilities Manager
	 Donald Adams		  Custodian
	 Dave Pires		  Custodian
youth services:
	 Stephanie DeSousa	 Teen Services Coordinator
	 Shawneen Fyock	 YWkids Site Coodinator
	 Kathryn Nunes		  YWkids Coordinator of Support Services
	 Natasha Iraheta	 	 YWkids Kindergarten Coordinator
	 DeAnn Gyukeri		  YWkids Group Leader
	 Iris Ruiz			  YWkids Group Leader
	 Larissa Tavares		  YWkids Group Leader
	 Kaitlyn Correia		  YWkids Assistant Group Leader
	 Shirley Houtman		 YWkids Clerical Support
wellness for women and girls:
	 Ana Silva		  Outreach Specialist
	 Valentina Martinez	 Outreach Specialist
adult services:
	 Joan Yotides		  Widowed Persons Director
residential services:
	 Candy Royster		  Resident Assistant

ywca board of directors
President
Jan Baptist

Vice President		
Tammy Beckman	

Treasurer			 
Marcia Williams	 	

Assistant Treasurer
Victoria Moniz

Clerk			 
Lena Pires 		

Carolina Africano, Esq.
Nicole Almeida
Yolanda Dennis                                           
Mali Lim                                        
Ine Ogagan
Maria Pinarreta
Rita Ribeiro
Marie-Frances Rivera    
                                                   
Ex-Officio
Gail M. Fortes

southeastern massachusetts
20 South Sixth Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

our voice for information on any of our 
programs & services, please 
call: 508-999-3255 or go to: 
www.ywcasema.org


